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vantage to us, we having so fit a place for a staple and storehouse of our own commodities upon their continent as Tangiers. That ambassador's present to the King was two lions and thirty ostriches, which his Majesty laughed at, saying he knew nothing fitter to return for them than a flock of geese.
January 19. This day I was at the Old Bailey, where the sessions began. The sheriffs of London had some days before been blamed by the King in Council for not obeying his Majesty's order for the transporting of six popish priests, which they had excused themselves in, as not having his Majesty's public- directions or order before, and pretending some defect in the warrant they had received ; but they did then promise to obey it. However, this day they made new scruples what to do in that matter, telling all the judges then present in sessions that they durst not deliver up the said priests, being condemned persons, without either having a pardon from them, a habeas corpus^ or an order of that court, and desiring the judges' opinion at the same time; but their lordships refused to give them directions therein. All which matter I gave the King and my Lord Halifax an account of that night. The same day I moved the justices of the peace for Middlesex, at the adjournment of the sessions at noon, to this purpose—that the first address of thanks to the King for his gracious declaration had been offered by them, and since followed in all parts of England ; but that the justices of the peace for the counties of Dorset and Somerset had now anticipated them in another address to his Majesty, whereby they did express their detestation of an association discovered by the trial of my Lord Shaftesbiuy, proofs of it being found in his closet, containing absolute rebellion and subversion of the government; but that I hoped they would follow at least the example of the said counties, by the like application to his Majesty, which they unanimously consented to, and ordered Sir William